
October 19, 2015 

Via Hand-Delivery 

Maricopa County 
Air Quality Department 
1001 N. Central Ave., Suite 125 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 

Re: Hickman (Arlington) Hearing 
October 21~ 2015 at 6:00p.m. 
Arlington Elementary School Gymnasium 

Dear Sirs: 

G. 
p 602.532.5692 
F 602.230.5092 

This letter is written to protest the approval of Permit No. 040136 Rev. 2.0.2.0 of 
Hickman's Egg Ranch on behalf of Don't Waste Arizona ("DWAZ"); Socially Responsible 
Agricultural Project ("SRAProject"); and Save Tonopah Oppose Poultry Plant ("STOPP"). 

The Application of Hickman's Egg Ranch in Arlington seeks to add a Rotary Dryer with 
Baghouse for manure drying operations; the installation of a 15 ,000-gallon propane tank; and 
removal of the animal feeding production operations requirements from its Air Quality permit. 

This Application is deficient as delineated in the attached Written Comments by Daniel 
E. Blackson. (See Attachment A) The Written Comments of Kathy J. Martin, a Professional 
Engineer, also specifically speaks to each of the statements set forth in the Permit Application to 
show the deficiencies in the Application. (See Attachment B) 

Additionally, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality ("ADEQ") has assumed 
jurisdiction of the adequacy of the rotary dryer. (See Attachment C) In fact, the rotary dryer has 
been in operation without a permit for some time and is only now seeking to be permitted 
because of numerous citizens' complaints. 

However, the fact that a DRAFT Approved Permit has been created prior to any public 
comment or hearing, seems to indicate that the "fix" is in, as predicted. 

As to the "Best Management Practices" cited by ADEQ, two well-known experts in this 
area, David B. Bilby, an Agribusiness Analyst with CF Industries, and Professor Paul N. Wilson 
with the University of Arizona's Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 
concluded that the best management practices only "satisfy the objectives of agricultural 
interests, meet the rule making expediency of the regulators, [but] likely failed to significantly 
mitigate dust pollution" thus "minimizing the operational practices." (See Attachment D) 
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The Arlington plant is already within a federally designated "8-hour Non-Attainment 
Area for Ozone" which puts it in direct conflict with existing EPA air pollution control 
regulations. 

For all of the above reasons, the present permit should be denied, or at least subject to 
further investigation. There is sufficient reason to believe that the modifications requested are in 
violation of the requirements for an acceptable application under A.R.S. § 49-426(C) and the 
proposed permit conditions are not sufficient under A.R.S. § 49-480(F) and A.R.S. § 480.03 and 
480.04, because of the increased air pollution. 

The Arlington Plant is not a farming operation but a massive, corporate, industrial 
business which produces enormous amounts of poultry waste causing obnoxious odors, dust and 
dander which pollute the air of neighboring properties and their residents, twenty-four (24) hours 
per day, every day. 

The Arlington egg production plant of Hickman seems to continue to act as its own 
regulator ignoring the persons affected and only acting when required to, through governmental 
action. The people of Maricopa County rely on its government to enforce the rules for the best 
interest of its residents who elect them to do so. The Maricopa County Air Quality Department 
is run by the county for its residents and must take an aggressive stand against any attempt by 
any group, no matter how influential, to destroy the environment for mere monetary gain. 

The groups identified herein are only some of those who will address those assembled at 
the hearing. 

GGE/jmr 
Enclosures 

cc: Linda Butler, STOPP Chairman 
P.O. Box 1075 
Tonopah, AZ 85354 

Steve Brittle, President 
Don't Waste Arizona 
2934 W. Northern A venue 
Phoenix, AZ 85051 
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Danielle Diamond, Executive Director 
Socially Responsible Agricultural Project 
249 Liberty Street NE Suite 212 
Salem, OR 97301 
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